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Welcome! 

As	 of	 October	 2018	 I	 will	 be	 joining	
COCM	 (Chinese	 Overseas	 Christian	
Mission)	 and	 working	 in	 their	 ‘Next	
Generation	Department’.	Here,	 I	will	 be	
working	to	share	the	gospel	to	the	BBCs	
(British	 Born	 Chinese)	 and	 also	 develop	
wider	BBC	ministry	across	the	U.K.				

This	 newsletter	 is	 a	 testimony	 of	 how	
God	 called	me	 into	 this	ministry.	 I	 have	
invited	you	to	read	this	as	I	consider	you	
a	brother	or	sister	of	mine	in	Christ.	You	
may	have	journeyed	with	me	when	I	was	
a	 young	 boy,	 or	 as	 a	 student,	 or	 as	 a	
theological	 student.	 Whichever	 it	 may	
be,	 I	am	thankful	 for	you	 in	my	 life,	and	
wish	 to	 share	 this	 important	 moment	
with	you.		

 “You will follow your father’s 
footsteps, no doubt.” 

I	 was	 about	 16	 years	 old	 and	 I	 was	
walking	 through	 town	 with	 my	 father.	
Coincidentally,	 we	 bumped	 into	 one	 of	

my	 father’s	 students	 named	 Clayton	 –	
my	 father	 worked	 as	 a	 PhD	 supervisor	
for	 theological	 students	 at	 the	 time.	
After	conversing	with	my	father,	Clayton	
paused	 and	 looked	 over	 at	 me.	 With	 a	
smile,	 he	 exclaimed,	 “You	 will	 follow	
your	 father’s	 footsteps,	 no	 doubt.”	
Clayton	was	referring	to	church	ministry	
which	was	my	 father’s	 occupation	 prior	
to	him	becoming	a	PhD	supervisor.		

As	 expected	 of	 a	 grumpy	 16	 year	 old,	 I	
turned	 away	 feeling	 a	 little	 disgruntled	
after	 having	 just	 been	 told	 by	 someone	
what	I	was	to	do	with	my	life.	However,	I	
was	 perhaps	 more	 disgruntled	 by	 the	
fact	 that	 someone	 would	 suggest	 that	
my	future	lay	in	church	ministry.	Having	
grown	 up	 as	 a	 pastor’s	 kid	 I	 had	
absolutely	 no	 desire	 to	 enter	 church	
ministry.	 I	 had	witnessed	 first	 hand	 the	
demands	 of	 church	 ministry;	 the	 long	
hours	 my	 father	 had	 to	 work;	 the	
humble	 salary	 church	workers	 received;	
the	 pressure	 of	 being	 a	 spiritual	 leader	
for	 so	 many	 people;	 and	 the	
responsibility	 of	 having	 to	 deal	 with	
church	politics.	 In	 that	moment	 I	vowed	

in	my	 heart	 never	 to	 be	 a	 pastor.	 Little	
did	 I	 know,	 Clayton	 was	 in	 fact	
prophesying.		

A Forgotten Tribe: The Need 
of the BBCs 

I	spent	most	of	my	Christian	life	growing	
up	in	the	Chinese	church	in	Oxford.	Like	
most	 Chinese	 churches	 in	 the	 country,	
the	 Chinese	 church	 in	 Oxford	 did	 not	
enjoy	 an	 abundance	 of	 resources.	 This	
was	particularly	felt	in	the	youth	ministry	
which	 was	 made	 up	 of	 a	 handful	 of	
predominately	 BBC	 (British	 Born	
Chinese)	 teens	 including	 myself.	
Without	 a	 youth	worker,	 parents	 in	 our	
church	 (including	 my	 own)	 would	
graciously	 give	 up	 their	 time	 and	 best	
efforts	 on	 Sundays	 to	 lead	 our	 youth	
group	 meetings.	 As	 youths	 we	
appreciated	 these	 efforts.	 However,	
some	 of	 us	 still	 yearned	 for	 a	 spiritual	
and	 theological	 mentor	 that	 could	 not	
only	 lead	 us	 deeper	 into	 our	 faiths	 and	
theological	 understandings	 but	 could	
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also	 understand	 and	 guide	 us	 through	
the	 challenges	 we	 experienced	 as	 dual-
culture	 kids.	 In	 other	 words	 we	 longed	
for	 a	 Christian	 leader	 who	 could	 truly	
understand	 and	 speak	 our	 BBC	
language.	But	none	could	be	found.		

The	 situation	 described	 here	 is	 not	
unique	 to	Oxford	 but	 an	 on-going	 issue	
within	 many	 Chinese	 churches	 across	
the	 U.K	 today.	 There	 are	 still	 many	
Chinese	 churches	 which	 remain	 poorly	
equipped	 to	 minister	 to	 the	 BBCs.	
Consequently,	 some	 BBCs	 continue	 to	
feel	culturally	alienated	in	their	churches	
as	 their	 needs	 are	not	being	 sufficiently	
met.	 This	 can	 and	 has	 contributed	 to	
some	 BBCs	 leaving	 the	 Chinese	 church	
for	 other	Western	 churches,	 or	 in	 other	
cases	 contributed	 to	 them	 leaving	 the	
faith	entirely.	The	need	for	BBC	workers	
in	Chinese	churches	is	still	great.		

	

The Calling 
	

My	calling	into	ministry	was	a	gradual	
process.	As	described	earlier,	I	had	no	
desire	to	enter	ministry.	Nevertheless,	
through	a	few	events	in	my	life,	God	
convinced	me	that	full-time	Christian	
ministry	was	his	plan	for	me.	

	

University	

The	 first	of	 these	events	was	during	my	
time	 as	 an	 undergraduate	 student	 at	
Loughborough	 University.	 Despite	
having	 a	 hot	 and	 cold	 relationship	 with	
God	 throughout	 my	 teens,	 not	 long	
before	 leaving	 for	 university,	 God	
brought	me	 into	 a	 renewed	 and	deeper	
relationship	 with	 him	 through	 certain	
circumstances	 –	 sadly	 space	 does	 not	
permit	 me	 to	 tell	 that	 story	 here.	 With	
this	 renewed	 faith,	 I	 entered	 university	
with	 a	 strong	 resolve	 to	 hold	 onto	 my	

faith.	 Despite	 joining	 a	 university	
Christian	 fellowship,	 I	 found	 myself	
making	many	BBC	friends	who	were	not	
Christian.	Initially,	I	questioned	why	God	
would	place	me	amongst	 so	many	non-
Christian	 people	 as	 opposed	 to	
surrounding	 me	 with	 fellow	 Christian	
friends.	 Surely,	 the	 latter	 would	 be	
better	 for	my	 faith.	 The	 reason	 for	God	
doing	 this	 soon	 became	 clear.	Over	 the	
course	 of	 my	 time	 at	 university,	 a	
number	 of	 my	 non-Christian	 friends	
started	 to	 ask	 me	 about	 my	 faith	 and	
about	 Christianity	 in	 general.	 To	 my	
surprise,	 each	 time	 I	 had	 these	
conversations	with	them,	I	found	myself	
surprisingly	 calm	 yet	 bold	 in	 explaining	
and	defending	the	faith.	I	was	even	able	
to	 convince	 many	 of	 them	 to	 come	 to	
the	 Christian	 fellowship	 with	 me.	
Although	 most	 of	 my	 friends	 did	 not	
necessarily	 become	 Christian	 following	
these	 conversations,	 many	 of	 them	
appreciated	 and	 understood	 the	
Christian	 faith	 better	 after	 having	 it	
explained	 to	 them.	 No	 thought	 of	 full-
time	Christian	ministry	entered	my	mind	
following	 these	 experiences.	 However,	
through	these	experiences	I	realised	that	
I	had	the	capacity	 to	articulate	 the	 faith	
in	a	clear	and	reasonable	manner	to	non-
believers.	 Furthermore,	 I	 also	 felt	 God	
igniting	 urgency	 within	 me	 to	 want	 to	
explain	 the	 faith	 to	 more	 people.	

Figure	At	the	Midland	Easter	Conference	with	LCCF	(Loughborough	Chinese	Christian	
Fellowship	

With	LCCF	(Loughborough	Chinese	Christian	Fellowship)	
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Looking	 back,	 these	 feelings	 were	 the	
seeds	of	my	calling.		

Work	

After	 finishing	 university,	 I	 returned	 to	
Oxford	 and	 started	 a	 job	working	 in	 an	
immunogenicity	 laboratory.	 Returning	
to	Oxford	 also	meant	 that	 I	 returned	 to	
the	 Chinese	 church	 in	 Oxford.	 During	
this	time,	some	of	the	parents	at	church	
asked	 me	 whether	 I	 would	 consider	
becoming	 one	 of	 the	 youth	 group	
leaders.	As	 I	 looked	over	at	 the	youths	 I	
was	 reminded	 of	 how	 I	 wished	 for	 an	
older	BBC	youth	group	leader	during	my	
teens.	This	prompted	me	to	agree	and	 I	
soon	 started	 leading	 youth	 groups	 on	
Sundays	 albeit	 with	 very	 basic	 training.	
As	time	went	on,	I	grew	more	and	more	
fond	 of	 Sundays	 and	 my	 time	 leading	
the	 youth	 group.	 I	 enjoyed	 helping	
others	 understand	 Christ	 deeper	 and	
understanding	how	they	could	 live	 their	
lives	 for	him.	During	 this	 time	 I	also	 felt	
that	 I	 had	 a	 natural	 ability	 of	 engaging	
the	 youth	 and	 to	 teach	 clearly.	 All	 this	
led	 to	 Sundays	 becoming	 the	 highlight	
of	my	week	which	was	contrasted	by	my	
weekday	 job	which	 I	 found	 increasingly	
unfulfilling.	 Nevertheless,	 wanting	 to	
remain	 grateful	 for	 my	 job,	 I	 vowed	 to	
remain	 diligent	 and	 carried	 on	 working	
hard.	 As	 more	 time	 went	 on	 however,	
the	 tension	 between	 my	 Sundays	 and	
weekdays	 became	 more	 and	 more	
noticeable.	 More	 and	 more	 I	 felt	 like	 I	
was	 doing	 something	 fulfilling	 with	 my	
life	on	Sundays,	whereas	in	contrast,	my	
work	in	the	laboratory	was	not.	It	was	at	
this	 point	 that	 I	 started	 to	 seriously	
question	whether	 full-time	ministry	was	
something	 I	 needed	 to	 consider.	 With	
this	 I	started	to	pray	more	regularly	and	
seriously	about	the	matter.	Surprisingly,	
shortly	 after	 this	 period	 of	 prayer	 I	 was	
called	 into	 the	 office	 by	 my	 boss.	 My	
boss	informed	me	that	the	company	was	
to	undergo	a	restructure,	and	as	a	result	
some	 employees	 were	 to	 be	 made	
redundant.	 I	 was	 one	 of	 those	 people.	
My	initial	response	to	this	was	negative;	
it	 is	 never	 positive	 to	 hear	 that	 you	 are	
out	 of	 a	 job.	 Still,	 I	 realised	 that	 this	
could	have	been	God	starting	to	answer	
my	 prayers;	 that	 he	 might	 be	 nudging	
me	towards	full-time	ministry.		

Bible	College	

No	 longer	 tied	 to	 a	 job.	 I	 started	 to	
explore	 if	 full-time	ministry	 was	 for	me	
instead.	 The	 first	 step	 to	 this	 was	 to	
enrol	 in	 a	 Bible	 college.	 However,	
obstacles	 remained	 in	 the	 way.	 One	
barrier	 was	 that	 I	 lacked	 the	 financial	
resources	to	enrol	in	theological	college.	
Another	 barrier	 was	 that	 I	 found	 the	
academic	 expectations	 of	 my	 chosen	
theological	college	quite	daunting	given	
that	 I	 had	 no	 background	 in	 studying	
theology	 or	 the	 humanities	 for	 that	
matter.	 Nevertheless,	 out	 of	 faith	 I	
applied	 anyway	 hoping	 that	 God	would	
provide	when	the	time	came.		

God	 delivered.	 A	 few	 days	 before	 I	
needed	 to	 pay	 tuition	 fees	 and	 secure	
my	 place	 on	 the	 course,	 gifts	 from	
Christian	old	 family	 friends	who	did	not	
even	 know	 that	 I	 started	 studying	
theology	started	to	come	in.	As	a	result,	
I	had	just	enough	to	pay	my	fees	for	my	
first	 year	 and	 keep	 my	 place	 on	 the	
course.	 As	 well	 as	 this,	 through	 prayer	
and	hard	work,	God	gradually	developed	
and	 sharpened	 my	 ability	 to	 study	
theology,	and	I	was	able	to	cope	with	the	
academic	demands.		

With	some	of	the	youth	from	OCCC	(Oxford	Chinese	Christian	Church)	

Completing	my	theological	exams!!	
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Through	 these	 experiences,	 I	 felt	 God’s	
miraculous	 provision,	 but	 more	
importantly	 I	 finally	 felt	 that	 God	 was	
confirming	 my	 calling	 into	 full-time	
ministry.	 Despite	 obstacles	 standing	 in	
the	 way	 of	 me	 entering	 ministry,	 I	 had	
seen	how	God	continually	helped	me	to	
overcome	 these	 barriers	 through	 his	
miraculous	ways.	With	 this,	 I	 knew	 that	
God	wanted	me	to	serve	him	full-time.	I	
was	on	the	right	path.			

“I am the only one left” (1 
Kings 19:14): Joining COCM 

“I	 am	 the	 only	 one	 left	 …”	 These	 were	
the	words	uttered	by	an	exhausted	Elijah	
who	felt	overwhelmed	and	very	alone	in	
his	 huge	 ministerial	 task	 of	 calling	 a	
godless	 nation	 of	 Israel	 back	 to	
repentance	and	obedience	in	God.	Little	
did	Elijah	know,	God	had	 reserved	7000	
godly	 Israelites	 (1	 Kings	 19:18)	 and	was	
also	 preparing	 another	 prophet	 (Elisha)	
to	 help	 Elijah	 in	 his	ministry.	 Elijah	was	
not	the	only	one	even	though	he	felt	like	
he	was.	

Elements	 of	 Elijah’s	 sentiments	
resonated	with	me	 as	 I	 approached	 the	
final	 stages	of	my	 theological	 training.	 I	
knew	 that	 my	 future	 ministry	 was	 with	
the	 BBCs.	 However,	 the	 problem	 was	
that	 I	 knew	 of	 very	 few	 other	 full-time	
workers	also	doing	this	ministry.	This	led	
me	 to	 feel	 daunted	 by	 the	 task	 of	 BBC	
ministry	 as	 I	 felt	 like	 I	was	 faced	with	 a	
huge	 mission	 field,	 yet	 I	 would	 be	 the	
only	 one	 doing	 it.	 God	 soon	 settled	my	
heart	when	 an	 old	 family	 friend,	Adrian	
Lee,	 came	 to	 preach	 at	 our	 church.	
Shortly	after	the	service,	Adrian	and	me	
got	talking	and	he	soon	found	out	that	I	
was	 finishing	 theological	 training.	
Similarly,	 I	 found	 out	 that	 Adrian	 was	
heavily	 involved	 with	 a	 growing	 BBC	
ministry	 back	 in	 his	 church	 in	 London.	
Being	 the	 encouraging	 man	 he	 was,	
Adrian	 quickly	 networked	 me	 with	 his	
work	 in	 London.	 Further	 still,	 he	
informed	me	 of	 an	 organisation	 named	
COCM	 (Chinese	 Overseas	 Christian	
Mission)	and	of	the	work	that	they	were	
doing	with	the	BBCs	on	a	national	scale.	
He	 encouraged	 me	 to	 attend	 some	 of	

the	camps	that	they	ran	for	BBC	youths	
and	students.		

When	 I	 attended	 these	 camps,	my	eyes	
were	opened.	Never	had	I	seen	so	many	
BBCs	 gather	 under	 one	 roof,	 let	 alone	
worship	 God.	 Further	 still,	 I	 saw	 how	
there	 were	 a	 significant	 number	 of	
leaders	and	full-time	workers	involved	in	
the	 running	 and	 organisation	 of	 these	
camps.	 Quite	 quickly,	 my	 feelings	 of	
isolation	 in	 regards	 to	 BBC	ministry	 fell	
away.	 I	 was	 not	 alone,	 God	was	 raising	
and	 equipping	 a	 growing	 number	 of	
leaders	 to	 do	 BBC	ministry!	 During	 this	

time	 I	 also	 saw	 how	 God	 was	 using	
COCM	 to	 gather	 BBC	 workers	 and	
deploy	them	strategically	to	reach	BBCs	
not	 just	 in	 one	 city,	 but	 also	 across	 the	
whole	 country.	 With	 this,	 I	 felt	 that	
joining	COCM	was	where	I	could	express	
and	fulfil	my	burden	for	the	BBCs	best.	I	
promptly	 applied	 to	 COCM,	 and	 by	
God’s	grace	I	was	accepted.			

At	Regen	(COCM's	conference	for	students)	

At	PHAT	Camp	(COCM’s	conference	for	youth)	
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A partnership

So	here	we	 are,	 I	 am	 about	 to	 start	my	
work	here	at	COCM.	This	however,	is	not	
the	 end	 of	my	 story.	 Many	more	 trials,	
joys,	 and	 experiences	 of	 personal	
transformation	 lie	 ahead	 of	 me	 as	
embark	 on	 this	 next	 chapter	 of	 my	
ministry.		

I	am	nervous	yet	excited.	But	most	of	all,	
I	 realise	 that	 I	need	 to	depend	on	God’s	
love,	 grace	 and	 wisdom	 to	 carry	 me	
through.		

So	 here	 I	 offer	 an	 invitation	 to	 you,	 to	
continue	 to	 partner	 me	 as	 I	 walk	 this	
journey.	If	you	are	willing,	I	ask	that	you	
keep	me	in	your	thoughts	and	prayers	in	
a	few	ways:	

Prayer	

Please	pray	for	me	for	in	a	few	key	areas:	

•

•

•

•

Continued	 growth	 in	 my 
knowledge	and	love	 for	God	so	that 
I	 am	 well	 equipped	 to	

Support	

As	 a	 COCM	 missionary,	 I	 will	 also	 be	
required	to	raise	funds	to	cover	my	living	
costs	and	ministry	expenses.		

If	 you	 feel	 that	 God	 has	 called	 you	 to	
help	 support	 my	 ministry	
financially,	please	 visit	 the	 following	 link	
on	how	to	do	so:	COCM - How to Help

• If	 you	 do	 wish	 to	
offer, please use the reference
‘James So MS50’. Please also email 
me at: james-so@hotmail.com so	
that	I can thank you.

• More	details	about	COCM	as	an
organisation	can	be	found	here:
About COCM

Till next time! 

Thank	 you	 for	 taking	 the	 time	 to	 read	
this	lengthy	newsletter!	I	do	plan	to	send	
annual	 updates	 of	 my	 ministry	 through	
further	 newsletters	 in	 the	 future.	 So	 if	
you	do	not	wish	to	receive	more	of	these	
letters,	 please	 email	 me	 at	 my	 email	
address	as	indicated	above.		

That	 aside,	 thank	 you	 again	 for	 your	
time,	 may	 you	 continue	 to	 remain	
in	 God’s	 love	 and	 grace	 whatever	 you	
may	be	doing.		

Blessings	

James	So	

Figure	1	

Figure	2	

help	bring others	to	God	and	disciple	
them.
Conferences – Wisdom	
in developing	 future conferences 
(PHAT – a conference for BBC youth,	
REGEN – a conference for BBC	
students, and other conferences) 
Crossway	 –	 I	 shall	be	helping	to	 lead 
a relatively new joint	venture worship	
project in	 Milton Keynes. Please	
pray that I	 may have God’s wisdom	
and	 sensitivity in helping this	
service	 flourish. More info on 
Crossway	 can be found here: 

Joint Venture Worship

Good	 health	 –	My	ministry	 can	
only flourish	 if	 I	 am	 healthy.	
Pray	 that	I find	 the	 balance	
between	 rest	and the	 demands	
of	 full-time	ministry and	live	a	
healthy	life.

https://bit.ly/2OIvvQv
mailto:james-so@hotmail.com
https://bit.ly/2QvfOtk
https://www.cocm.org.uk/



